
Code of Conduct 
 
Westies on the Water (WoTW) is a fun, friendly, safe, place, where everyone can enjoy 
learning and dancing. This code of conduct is meant to outline some ways we can work together 
to keep everyone safe and happy. Please feel free to look at this code and use it. This code is 
split up into topics such as: Etiquette, Solicitation, Personal Conduct, Consequences of 
Unacceptable Behavior, Problems, and Closing Statement.  
 

1. Etiquette: Members and guests at WoTW must abide by common dance etiquette. 
Aerials and air steps that may cause injury to other dancers are not permitted on the 
social dance floor except within a jam circle.  

 
2. Solicitation: No solicitation of any kind is allowed at Society functions unless approved by 

the event coordinators. The staff, vendors and a few others have been allowed to solicit 
students or customers.  

 
3. Personal Conduct:  

 
● Anti-social behavior or behavior breaching common dance etiquette such as 

excessive drunkenness, unusually strong foul language, discourtesy, improper 
advances or other anti-social behavior will not be tolerated at this events. The 
event coordinators and staff representatives are authorized to have the offending 
person(s) removed from the event. The event director may use their discretion to 
take appropriate action and will generally hold to a 3 strikes method of 
determining whether someone should be removed or not. In the case of illegal 
activity, such as nonconsensual behavior or drugs, no such policy is in place and 
is grounds for immediate removal. 

 
● This is a "safe space" and all dancers should feel safe.  In this space we are all 

human beings and will treat each other with the same respect as we would want 
for ourselves. We do not tolerate harassment or threats of any kind. If an event 
participant is made to feel unsafe, this can be considered harassment and you 
may be asked to leave. 

 
● Be respectful of those around you on the dance floor. If you bump into someone, 

apologize. If you hurt someone, apologize, and also try to figure out how you can 
keep it from happening again. This might mean not dancing with them again, or 
talking to your teacher.  

 
● Respect other people’s boundaries. If your dance partner is not ready to do that 

dip please don't do it. Ask for dances and respond, respectfully.  
 



4. Consequences of Unacceptable Behavior:  
Anyone asked to stop unacceptable or harassing behavior is expected to comply 
immediately. Actions that compromise the "safe space"  elucidated by this document  at 
this event are not acceptable. Depending on the severity, event coordinators will use 
best judgement in making interventions in response to any problems. Interventions may 
range from talking to the offending person and asking them to adjust behavior/actions, to 
asking them to leaving the venue immediately without  compensation or refund.  

 
5. Problems:  

If you see a problem or if additional problems occur after the event representatives have 
been approached, please tell us again. Your discussion will be confidential and your 
name will be protected. If there is a problem, we want to know about it and correct it as 
soon as possible. We want this to be an event that everyone can enjoy. Thank you for 
helping us commit to making this a safe space for everyone.  

 
Closing Remarks: 
As a closing request from the event coordinators: We, westies in the Tennessee River Valley in 
the southeast, want to encourage our ever growing dance family to inspire new dancers and be 
welcoming to them. We may not all know each other yet, but we want to cultivate that feeling of 
family and southern hospitality. So for this event, we implore all of you to reach out in the spirit 
of family and hospitality to be welcoming to the folks that may be from different regions and may 
be completely new to dancing. In this spirit, we ask each of you to please consider accepting 
dances from new people that you may not know yet and also to reach out and ask people that 
you do not yet know to dance. Dancing’s the best way to get to know people and make new 
friends after all! It takes courage to walk up to a stranger and ask for a dance - for a new 
dancer, this is a very scary thought indeed. But if we are all welcoming and accepting, no one is 
a stranger on this dance floor. Hopefully, by the end of the weekend we will all have built new 
friendships and learned a lot in the process.  
 
Tonya Homan, Event Coordinator [256-424-1915] 
Jennifer Nye, Event Coordinator [ 256-682-2738/ jennifer.ann.nye@gmail.com/ 
WoTW.alabama@gmail.com] 


